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first and eighth months. At this meeting, the god will
be invited to one of the houses, and a big feast is pre-
pared by the host in his honour.

Luiwan, lui being the personal name of the god and
wan meaning king, is a popular god in that region.
In my own childhood I was often told about this rather
elaborate myth.   But all my informants in this village
were ignorant of this.   They told me honestly that
they did not know who luiwan was although they had
worshipped him for years and years.   The purpose of
the meeting was said to be related to the harvest.
But the link is very vague in the minds of the people.
Some confessed that their real interest in the meeting
was the feast.   As I shall later show, the village is not
a self-sufficient religious unit.   In case of drought,
locusts, or flood, all the religious and magical per-
formances will take place in the district town.   The
town is not only the economic but also the religious
centre.   The god, luman^ is the supernatural protector
against the locust menace.   His myth will be described
later (X~3).   But it may be interesting to point out
here thjit the lack of independent religious activity in
the village on the occasion of agricultural crises is
correlated with vagueness and ignorance about the
myth connected with the god.

About ten years ago, there used to be a kind of annual
meeting for religious and partly for recreative functions.
This would be held in the autumn after the harvest. It
served as a thanksgiving to the gods responsible for the
harvest and at the same time as a request for blessing
for the coming year. The images of local gods would
be seated among the people and an opera company
would be invited to play on the stage constructed
specially for the purpose. The village was divided